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PRESS RELEASE
“1st European Tourism Conference” – Outcomes
“The only way to achieve enhancement of the European tourism product is through quality in all aspects” is one of the basic outcomes of the “1st European Tourism Conference - Quality in Tourism & Development Perspectives” that took place in Thessaloniki on 30-31 October 2008, along with the 24th International Tourism Exhibition “PHILOXENIA”. The event gave the opportunity to members of European governments, associations and bureaus, entrepreneurs and tourism experts, to exchange ideas and make conclusions that will directly affect and transform the European tourism framework.
The Secretary-General of the “European Centre of Agricultural & Ecological Tourism” Mr. Michal Burian, the Greek Minister of Tourism Development Mr. Aris Spiliotopoulos, the President of the Greek National Tourism Organisation Mr. Athanasios Economou, the member of the European Parliament Mr. Ioannis Gklavakis, the member of the Greek Parliament Mrs. Angela Gkerekou, all agreed that “under such difficult circumstances - due to the global economic crisis – initiatives like the 1st European Tourism Conference encourage us to meet, discuss and get well prepared in order to face all problems that arise therefore”.
In his introductory speech during the opening ceremony of the conference, the Greek Minister of Tourism Development Mr. Aris Spiliotopoulos, stated that “there are two things we need to consider: First, this crisis is different from those that international tourism faced during last years. It is not about citizens’ security and it is not about health. Second, vacations constitute a vital need, a right for all of us and not a privilege for a few. That means that the desire for vacations is and will remain high, while the intention may slightly slow. But for sure that is temporary.”
Some of the basic outcomes of the conference include:

· Europe is the most popular destination around the world. In percentage (for 2007), Europe welcomed 54%, Asia 20%, America 16%, Africa 5% and Middle East 5% of all tourists.

· As long as the geographical distribution is concerned (estimates until the year 2020), Central/East Europe will receive 31,1%, West Europe 25,8%, East Europe 24,7%, North Europe 13,5% and Eastern Mediterranean 4,9% of the total visitors to Europe.
· The total contribution of tourism in the global GDP is 5-6%

· The estimated revenues from “congresses and incentives tourism” are more than 200 billion euros.

“1st European Tourism Conference” was organized by HELEXPO and EUROPRESS MEDIA GROUP (EMG) along with the international tourism exhibition PHILOXENIA, with the support of the “Greek Ministry of Tourism Development”, the “Greek National Tourism Organization (GNTO)” and in cooperation with the “Association of European Journalists (AEJ) – Greek Section”, “European Business Review” magazine and “Best of Greece” annual edition. 
For more info you may contact: T: +30 2106617452 / +30 2310 291213  E:info@europress.gr or visit http://www.europress.gr/etc2008 
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